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NEW EDITION OF "HAWKINS" 


Scientific, medical, and technical books published in the 
United States of America. Edited by R. R. Hawkins. 2d 
ed. Washington, 1958. 1491 p. $20. (Order from R. R. 
Bowker Company, 62 West 45th, New York 36, N. Y.) 








The Committee on American Scientific and Technical Bib- 
liography of the National Academy of Sciences-National Re- 
search Council, under the chairmanship of Dr. John F. Fulton 
of Yale University, has published a new edition of the well- 
known Scientific, Medical, and Technical Books, edited by 
R. R. Hawkins, formerly Chief of the Science and Technology 





Division of the New York Public Library. The original "Haw- 
kins” appeared in 1946 and covered books published from 1930 
to 1944. Two supplements covered books through 1952. The 
current volume not only adds titles published through 1956 
but picks up works listed in predecessor volumes which are 
still in print, and is therefore complete in itself. It is 
a selective listing of important books published in the Uni- 
ted States and available through trade channels. The des- 
@ cription of each book includes, in addition to the usual 
ya bibliographic details, a full or abridged table of contents 
© along with a supplementary annotation. 
Some 8,000 titles are listed, and of these about 2,500 
» are of medical interest. Staff members of the National Li- 
@ brary of Medicine reviewed the entire preliminary manuscript 
of the section of Medicine. The new and improved arrangement 
m@ of the section is largely the work of Mrs. Henrietta T. Per- 
kins of the Yale Medical Library. The book contains a use- 
® ful Directory of Publishers, and author and subject indexes. 


FINAL BUILDING PLANS 


By the time this issue of the NEWS has been distributed, 
final working drawings of the new . building of the National 
Library of Medicine will have been received from the archi- 
tects. It is probable that ground-breaking will take place 
in the spring. 
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NEW SUBJECT HEADING LIST 


Five years ago the Library published the Subject Head- 
ing Authority List used in the preparation of the Current 
List of Medical Literature. The published list was an out- 
growth of work done by the Welch Medical Library Indexing 
Project and by Library staff, working in collaboration; it 
was prepared as a whole, although of course it incorporated 
many accretions of the years, and it was carefully worked 
over, section by section, and tested in the fires of prac- 
tice. It was a runaway best-seller, and soon out of print. 
Although the List was revised periodically, the new versions 
were made up ina quantity only sufficient for the use of 
NLM's Index Division. 

Meanwhile, the subject entries in the Library's public 
card catalog, and in the subject sections of the published 
Catalog, were arranged under a different set of rubrics, e- 
volved gradually since the inauguration of the new catalog- 
ing program in 1945. The two subject heading systems were 
maintained side by side. There were large areas of agreement 
between the two, as might be expected. But there were also 
significant deviations. 

The traditional view in the library profession has been 
that there are large and necessary differences between the 
kind of subject headings used for periodical indexes and the 
kind used in the cataloging of books. Dr. Rogers challenged 
this view in a paper which was included in The subject anal- 
ysis of library materials, edited by Maurice F. Tauber (New 
York, 1953); he theorized that the same headings were suit- 
able for both purposes, and speculated that additional head- 
ings would be necessary for catalog use, rather than for 
periodical index use. 

















This idea is now being tested at the National Library | 
of Medicine; large efforts are being devoted to the develop- , 


ment of a single, combined subject heading authority list 
for use by both the Catalog and the Index Divisions. Pre- 
liminary work was carried out by Miss Vivian Buggs; Miss 
Winifred Johnson is in charge of the project. The time is 


ripe; the next quinquennial cumulation of the Catalog will , 


be put to bed at the end of 1959, and the Current List is 


expected to appear in a new format beginning with the issue , 


for January 1960. The schedule which NLM is trying to meet 
calls for the completion of the preliminary combined author- 
ity list by late fall of 1959. If all goes well, the final 


combined list, after a proving period, will be ready for | 


publication in 1960. Here at NLM we are assuming that the 
entire medical library profession will share our excitement 
at such a prospect. 
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MICROFILMING THESES 


The National Library of Medicine has in its collections 
over 280,000 theses on medical subjects. Some of these are 
bound collectively (notably Paris theses) and some are bound 
individually (many Scandinavian and some American theses). 
But most are unbound, arranged in boxes under the name of 
the university, and then by author. This latter group pre- 
sents a large housekeeping problem, made more acute by the 
fact that many of the theses are printed on very poor paper 
which is rapidly deteriorating. 

As an experimental pilot study, NLM has begun to micro- 
film some 15,600 unbound theses of the University of Berlin. 
The latest date represented is 1938 (with two exceptions) ; 
these theses are represented only in the Index-Catalogue, 
and will not be recataloged. Theses of later years (and 
some few earlier theses) are kept in bound form and are 
represented in the new NLM catalog. 

Before actual filming began, Mr. William Wiedman of the 
Library staff carefully screened the entire group of theses 
and removed some non-thesis material, a few non-Berlin items 
and nine pieces within the scope of the History of Medicine 
Division. The remaining theses were then ready for filming, 
fifty to a reel. A numbered facsimile of the title page, 
reproduced on card stock and filed by author, serves as an 
index and finding guide for the material. 

Requests for interlibrary loan of items from this por- 
tion of the collection will be filled by furnishing a dupli- 
cate negative film. An evaluation of the pilot study will 
determine the future of the remaining quarter-million pieces. 





THE ASPIRIN AGE 


The story of aspirin is the story of willow bark, sali- 
cin, and salicylic acid. The exhibit for January and Febru- 
ary at the National Library of Medicine traces the history 
of aspirin from its early uses by Hippocrates, Celsus, and 
others, to the present time when it has been estimated that 
21 tons of acetylsalicylic acid are consumed daily through- 
out the world. Used in the exhibit are the reports of the 
Reverend Mr. Stone, in 1763, on the antipyretic effects of 
salicin; of Charles Gerhardt on the derivation of acetylsal- 
icylic acid from natural sources, and on the synthetization 
of salicylic acid by Kolbe in 1859. Also illustrated are 
reports on the first therapeutic trials of aspirin by the 
staff of the Bayer Company, and the present-day comparisons 
of aspirin with ACTH and cortisone in the treatment of rheu- 
matic dissases. The exhibit was prepared by Marie Harvin of 
the Refere: -. Division. 
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ABSTRACTING AND INDEXING SERVICES 


The recently formed National Federation of Science Abs 
stracting and Indexing Services will hold its annual meeting 
in Washington on February 27, 1959. At the present time, 
fourteen services belong to the Federation; medicine is repe 
resented by the Current List of Medical Literature. Working 
groups have been formed in six areas, which are, with their 
respective chairmen: Abstract Editorial (Phyllis V. Parkins, 
Biological Abstracts); Index Editorial (Charles L. Bernier, 
Chemical Abstracts); Manufacture and Production (Melvin Day, 
Nuclear Science Abstracts); Management Services (Foster £, 
Mohrhardt Bibliography of Agriculture); Material Procurement 
and Assignment (Malcolm Rigby, Meteorological Abstracts); 
Research (Karl F. Heumann, Chemical Abstracts). Seymour I, 
Taine, Edward A. Miller, and Gertrude M. Butler represent 
the National Library of Medicine in the membership of these 
groups. Officers of the Federation are: President, G. Miles 
Conrad (Biological Abstracts); Vice President, Dale B. Baker 
(Chemical Abstracts Service); Secretary, Frank B.Rogers (Nas 
tional Library of Medicine); Treasurer, John C.Green (Office 
of Technical Services). 























NORMAND L. HOERR, 1902-1958 


Dr. Normand L. Hoerr, Henry Willson Payne Professor of 
Anatomy at the School of Medicine of Western Reserve Univers 
sity, Cleveland, Ohio, died on December 14, 1958. Dr. Hoerr 
served as co-editor, with the Late Colonel Harold W. Jones, 
of Blakiston's New Gould Medical Dictionary. He served as 
an Honorary Consultant to the Army Medical Library, was a 
member of the Friends of the Armed Forces Medical Library, 
and had been a recent Director of the Cleveland Medical Li- 
brary. 





NEWS OF FORMER AML DIRECTOR 


Brigadier General Joseph H. McNinch, M.C., USA, former- 
ly Director of the Army Medical Library, has returned to 
Washington from his assignment as Surgeon of the Army Forces 
in the Far East with headquarters in Japan. General McNinch 
has been designated Chief of the new Army Medical Research 
and Development Command, attached to the Office of the Sur 
geon General, U. S. Army. 





Use of funds for printing this publication approved by the 
Director of the Bureau of the Budget, March 22, 1957 











